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art—for example, Roger Brown, Jim Nutt, and Gladys Nilsson. “New Image” painting,
which referred to works that combined a simplified esthetic with abstract expressionist
paint handling, would be the subject of a Whitney exhibition in 1978. Susan Rothen-
berg, Jennifer Bartlett, Jonathan Borofsky, and others were associated with that term.
Fairfield Porter, a representational painter who was highly regarded by abstractionist
colleagues, showed at Hirschl & Adler while Fischbach and Schoelkopf also showed RE: 1975-1976 NEW YORK ART YEARBOOK
a range of highly accomplished figure painters. In retrospect it becomes clear that the
dichotomy between abstraction and figuration has always been a construct that doesn’t .
reflect wh};t artists are doing. Duchamgp, Picasso, and M);tisse were all figurative art- Rhode Island School of Design

ists. .. Memorial Hall Gallery / RISD Painting Department

February 25 - April 7, 2010

DI: Do you think this would have been a different book in 1977-78? At the time were

nascent “Pictures” artists considered a new thing, and do you think it would have been
identified as such at the time?

JT: 1 think it took a little longer than that for the Pictures generation, who appropri-
ated images from popular culture and re-photographed photographs, to take hold. The
“Pictures” exhibition at Artists Space, organized by Douglas Crimp, opened in Sep-
tember 1977, but many of the artists associated with that development didn’t have solo
shows until a couple of years later. Cindy Sherman and Sherrie Levine among others
had their first exhibitions at Metro Pictures in 1980. In thinking about your question, I
realize that Warhol, who I’d consider to be the progenitor of the Pictures artists for his
practice of lifting photo images from newspapers and magazines, started showing in art
galleries in the early *60s. But I guess the difference between Warhol and the younger
generation is that some of the Pictures artists— like Sherman and Richard Prince —
gave up painting entirely in favor of photography, whereas Warhol still made paintings.

DI: Which shows have stayed with you from 1975-1976 to today? Are there artists who

you were surprised did not gain success or did?
JT: David Hammons, Hannah Wilke, and Susan Rothenberg are among the artists I

saw for the first time in 1975-1976 who made a big impression on me— so I’'m not
surprised that their work became influential. Also that year Jennifer Bartlett exhibited
Rhapsody, a monumental work consisting of a grid of 988 baked enamel (on metal)
“paintings”, and Richard Tuttle had a solo show at the Whitney which was so contro-
versial that Marcia Tucker, who curated it, lost her position and subsequently founded
the New Museum. Shows by Carl Andre, Lynda Benglis, and Ralph Humphrey

were also memorable for me. I am somewhat surprised that a number of artists who
were quite well known for site sculpture related to architecture or transformations in
nature— such as Mary Miss, Richard Fleischner, Michael Singer, and Alan Sonfist—
have lost prominence or disappeared; but this reflects the normal ebb and flow of the
artworld. In keeping with the goals for the New York Art Yearbook, their work along
with so many others is part of the record and can be rediscovered by future generations
of artists, critics, curators, and collectors.

GEORGE GRANT: Courtesy Parsons-Truman Gallery

DISPATCH
-527 HENRY STREET NEW YORK NY 10002
TELEPHONE / FAX 1 212 227 2783
DISPATCHBUREAU.COM
HOWIE CHEN-GABRIELLE GIATTINO
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